MEDIA RELEASE

CARPINTERIA LIBRARY TO OPEN MONDAYS STARTING JANUARY 9
Community Donations Restore Service

SANTA BARBARA, CA — December 16, 2011

Beginning January 9, 2012, the Carpinteria Branch of the Santa Barbara Public Library System
will resume Monday hours of operation. The library will be open from 10 A.M. to 7:30 P.M. on
the Mondays. Along with the addition of Monday hours, the Homework Center will be open
Monday through Thursday.

With the addition of Monday hours, the Carpinteria Library will be open Monday through
Saturday. Hours of service had been reduced to five days a week since early 2010, when
budget reductions resulted in the loss of Monday service. The additional service day was made
possible by the Friends of the Carpinteria Library, who have pledged to support the increased
hours from recent donations received as part of their “Save Our Library” campaign. “When we
started this campaign, we focused on raising enough money to keep the library open the same
38 hours it was open last year,” said Foster Markolf, the Friends President; “but we were also
conscious of the fact that it had been closed for two years on Mondays, and we dreamed that
the community might be generous enough to allow us to fund the reopening of our library on
Mondays.”

“We are delighted to be able to open on Mondays again,” said Scott Love, the Library Services
Manager who oversees the operation of the branch libraries for the Santa Barbara Public
Library System. “Before this campaign started, we were struggling with keeping the branch open
five days a week,” continued Love. “The addition of hours wouldn’t have been possible without
the leadership of the Friends of the Library and the support from the community.”

With the return of Monday hours, the Library’'s Homework Center will switch from being open
Tuesday through Friday, to being open on Monday through Thursday. The Homework Center
assists area students with homework by providing staff assistance and access to computers.
“Having the center open on Mondays will be great for the area youths, as Friday participation
was always a light day since many kids didn't have weekend assignments,” said Tara O'Reilly,
the Carpinteria Branch Supervisor. Between July 2010 and June 2011, the Homework Center
assisted over 2,900 kids.

The Carpinteria Branch is located at 5141 Carpinteria Avenue in Carpinteria, and can be
reached by telephone at (805) 684-4314. A complete list of library locations and hours can be
viewed on the Santa Barbara Public Library System’s web site at www.SBPLibrary.org.

Contact: Scott Love, Library Services Manager
Phone: 805-564-5602
Email: SLove@SantaBarbaraCA.gov
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